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SUBJECT: PEKING REWORKS WORLD DISORDER THEME 

SUMMARY: THE RELATIVELY BLAND YEAR-END PEOPLE S DAILY ITEM ON 
"WORLD DISORDER" WAS FOLLOWED WITH AN NCNA COMMENTARY WHICH RE- 
WORKED AND BROADENED THE ASPECTS OF "DISORDER." THIS PIECE TO- 
GETHER WITH SEVERAL OTHER RECENT NCNA ARTICLES IS IN PART AN 
ATTEMPT TO ENCOMPASS WITHIN THE "GREAT DISORDER" WELTANSCHAUUNG, 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THE TENTH PARTY CONGRESS, MOST 
IMPORTANTLY THE THREAT OF AN ECONOMIC CRISIS IN THE CAPITALIST 
WORLD. DIFFERENCES IN NCNA'S TREATMENT OF THE "GREAT DISORDER" 
THEME WITH THAT OF PEOPLE'S DAILY AND CHOU EN-LATS CONGRESS 
REPORT MAY ALSO REFLECT DIVERGENT TENDENCIES WITHIN THE REGIME 
ON THE INTERPRETATION OF SOME CURRENT WORLD PROBLEMS. END 
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1. A DECEMBER 31 PEOPLE'S DAILY ARTICLE ENTITLED "THE WORLD 
ADVANCES AMIDST GREAT DISORDER" TREATED THE WORLD SITUATION IN TERMS 
SIMILAR TO THOSE EMPLOYED BY CHOU EN-LAI IN HIS REPORT TO THE TENTH 
PARTY CONGRESS LAST AUGUST. NCNA HOWEVER ON JANUARY 8 CARRIED AN 
UNUSUAL CORRESPONDENT COMMENTARY WHICH REWORKED AND BROADENED THE 
WORLD DISORDER THEME. THE NCNA ARTICLE. MORE PROVOCATIVELY ENTITLED 
"WORLD IN GREAT DISORDER, EXCELLENT SITUATION" CARRIED A WHIFF OF 
PRE-1971 THEMES WHICH GLORIFIED WAR AND CHAOS. NOTING TURBULENCE 
AROUND THE WORLD. THE WRITER IMPLIED SATISFACTION WITH THE FACT THAT 

IN 1973 "THE SOUND OF GUNS DID NOT CEASE AND THE FLAMES OF WAR DID 
NOT DIE OUT." 

2. NCNA REITERATED THE STANDARD LINE THAT THE ROOT CAUSE OF ALL 
THIS CHAOS SPRANG FROM TTS 

CONTENTION OF THE TWO SUPERPOWERS FOR 

HEGEMONY, BUT IT ALSO INCLUDED AMONG THE ELEMENTS OF INTRANQUILITY 
THE "POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CRISES, INFLATION AND OTHER 
MALIGNANCIES INHERENT IN THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM," "MASSIVE" LABOR 
STRIKES IN THE CAPITALIST WORLD AND DEMONSTRATIONS AND INSURRECTIONS 
BY PEOPLES OF VARIOUS SOVIET NATIONALITIES. WITH APPARENT SATIS- 
FACTION THE WRITER NOTED THAT IN SOME CAPITALIST COUNTRIES 
"CHRISTMAS AND THE NEW YEAR'S DAY PASSED IN THE DARK AND COLD." 

3. IN ADDITION, THE ARTICLE'S CATALOG OF DISORDERS CITED THE FALL 
OF THE "THANOM-PRAPHAS CLIQUE IN THAILAND," THE"MASS STRUGGLE" IN 
SOUTH KOREA AND MILITARY 

COUPS FROM "SOUTH ASIA TO LATIN AMERICA." 

4. THE NCNA ARTICLE SEEMS TO BE IN PART AN ATTEMPT TO ENCOMPASS 
WITHIN THE "GREAT DISORDER" WELTANSCHAUUNG DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THE 
TENTH PARTY CONGRESS, MOST IMPORTANTLY THE THREAT OF ECONOMIC CRISIS 
IN THE CAPITALIST WORLD. THE RECENT PEOPLE'S DAILY ARTICLE AND THE 
JOINT NEW YEAR’S EDITORIAL, HOWEVER, BOTH FAILED TO INCLUDE THE CURRENT 

CRISES IN THEIR TREATMENT OF THE ONGOING "GREAT DISORDER." OVER THE 
PAST MONTH SEVERAL OTHER NCNA ARTICLES HAVE GIVEN AN IDEOLOGICAL 
INTERPRETATION OF ECONOMIC PROBLEMS IN EUROPE. THE U.S. AND JAPAN. 

THE CRISIS IN JAPAN, FOR EXAMPLE, IS SAID TO HAVE REVEALED THE IN- 
HERENT WEAKNESS OF THE JAPANESE ECONOMY, AND MONOPOLY-CAPITALISTS 
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IN THE U.S. AND JAPAN HAVE BEEN BLAMED FOR SHIFTING DIFFICULTIES 
ONTO THE PEOPLE. AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, PEKING'S DISAPPROVAL OF 
THE ARAB OIL EMBARGO HAS BEEN MADE CLEAR BY THE PRC'S OVERALL TREAT- 
MENT OF THIS ISSUE AS WELL AS BY PRIVATE COMMENT. 

5. THE STRESS ON DOMESTIC POLITICAL PROBLEMS IN THE USSR WAS CARRIED 
FURTHER IN ANOTHER NCNA ARTICLE ALSO ON JANUARY 8 WHICH ATTACKED 
SOVIET SUPPRESSION OF POLITICAL DISSIDENTS AND NATIONAL MINORITIES 
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(HONG KONG 315). EXPOSITION OF THIS THEME CONTRASTS WITH CHOU 
EN-LAI S POLITICAL REPORT TO THE PARTY CONGRESS AS WELL AS PEKING'S 
GREETING ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE OCTOBER RESOLUTION LAST YEAR, 

BOTH OF WHICH HAD NOTABLY AVOIDED RAISING THE QUESTION OF DISSIDENCE 
WITHIN THE SOVIET UNION. 

6. NCNA'S INCLUSION OF SOUTH KOREAN DOMESTIC UNREST AMONG THE GOOD 
SIGNS OF "DISORDER" FOLLOWS THE USUAL EMPLOYMENT OF A "MASS RALLY" 

IN PEKING LAST MONTH TO SUPPORT WAE KOREAN STUDENTS (HONG KONG 12656). 

MORE RECENTLY, AFTER NCNA CARRIED TWO INFLAMMATORY PYONGYANG STATE- 
MENTS ABOUT THE DANGER OF WAR ON THE KOREAN PENINSUM, ONE ITEM WAS 

CANCELED AND A MORE SUBDUED PEIPLE'S DAILY ARTICLE WAS ISSUED 
(HONG KONG 505). 

7. NCNA OF COURSE REPRESENTS A LOW LEVEL OF COMMENT AND IS THUS 
FREQUENTLY LESS RESTRAINED THAN PEOPLE'S DAILY. NEVERTHELESS, THE 
REWORKING OF A SUBJECT JUST COVERED BY PEOPLE'S DAILY, AND THE TONE 
OF SOME OF THE PASSAGES IN THE JANUARY 8 ARTICLE WERE UNUSUAL. IT 
SEEMS POSSIBLE THAT NCNA'S MORE RADICAL TREATMENT OF THE GREAT DIS- 
ORDER THEME ALSO IN PART REFLECTS DIVERGENT TENDENCIES WITHIN THE 
LEADERSHIP ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS. LEFTISTS, 

FOR EXAMPLE, WOULD PRESUMABLY BE QUICKER THAN OTHERS TO INTERPRET 
THE CAPITALIST ECONOMIC CRISIS AND DISSIDENCE IN THE SOVIET UNION AS 
VERIFICATIONS OF CATACLYSMIC DOCTRINES SIMILAR TO THOSE WITH WHICH 
THEY HAVE ATTEMPTED TO PROMOTE RADICAL POLICIES AT HOME. WE HAVE 
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED THE SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT SLANT ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF THE NEW SHANGHAI IDEOLOGICAL JOURNAL (HONG KONG 2578). HOWEVER, 
THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT NCNA IS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE MORE- 
TPLEFTIST ELEMENTS IN THE LEADERSHIP. CONSEQUENTLY, THE IDEOLOGICAL 
BROADENING OF THE WORLD DISORDER MOTIF AT THIS TIME MAY BE MORE AN 
ATTEMPT TO ACCOMMODATE THE IDEOLOGUES THAN AN EXPRESSION OF CON- 
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TENTIOUS DEBATE. 

OSBORN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, POLITICAL STABILITY, PETROLEUM, PARAMILITARY FORCES, SUPPLIES, 
CENTRAL LEGISLATURE, MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 JAN 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974HONGK00712 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: HONG KONG 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 97401 32/aaaabegz. tel 

Line Count: 156 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 JUN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 JUN 2002 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <26 DEC 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PEKING REWORKS WORLD DISORDER THEME SUMMARY: THE RELATIVELY BLAND YEAR-END PEOPLE'S DAILY ITEM ON 
TAGS: PFOR, CH, XX 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



